
Getting started with WordPress 
 

1. Go to http://www.wordpress.com and Click on ‘Get started here’ and fill in the form 
 

Note: your blog address and username must be unique (if someone else has already used it you 
can’t) and it cannot be changed once you have selected it. Select the free wordpress.com option. 
 

 
 

3. Note re Terms of Service 
 

• Responsibility of Contributors 
• Copyright Infringement and DMCA Policy 
• Intellectual Property 
• Miscellaneous 

 

4. Click on sign up 
 

5. Customising your blog 

 

 

 

 

http://wordpress.com/�


6. Anatomy of a blog 

 

  



7. Dashboard 
 

The Dashboard is the ‘nerve centre’ of your version of WordPress.com. It enables you to change the appearance of your 
blog; control who can read it (or edit it), allows you to check your stats and to upgrade your account. It also gives you 
links to manage various parts of your blog, such as posts, media and comments. See the Dashboard video on 
WordPress.tv for a quick overview. 
 

 
 

8. Site Stats 
 

Show you how many people are reading your blog, how they are finding it and which links they have clicked 
on. 
 

 
 

9. Askimet: is your spam filter 
 

10. Comments (The Discussion settings enable you to control comments including enabling/disabling) 
 

 

http://wordpress.tv/2009/01/05/the-wordpresscom-dashboard-introduction/�
http://en.support.wordpress.com/manage-comments/�


11. Upgrades – you can pay for additional functionality 

12. WordPress.com vs WordPress.org 
 

WordPress.com WordPress.org 
Web-based Locally hosted 
Free Software free  but need a web host (cost involved) or local 

server 
Optional ‘paid for’ upgrades  
Setup, upgrades, spam filtering, backups, security all 
taken care of by the site 

Need to manage spam filtering, backups, manually upgrade 
software 

Posts automatically backed up  
On hundreds of different servers so unlikely to go down  
Secure login  
Have to use themes provided  
Can’t upload plugins Can upload plugins (such as LaTeX) 
Can modify CSS if you upgrade (at cost) Can completely change code if you desire 
Can’t hack PHP code  
VIP version available http://blogs.plos.org/mfenner/2011/02/04/discussing-

wordpress-for-scientists/    
 

 
In a nutshell, WordPress.com is a fantastic blogging tool if you have no additional requirements and want basic blogging 
functionality. However, the sky is the limit for WordPress.org. See Martin Fenner’s blog post (2011) about the potential 
of WordPress.org for scientific communication, as both a blogging tool and as a scholarly writing tool. 
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